
 

 



 

 

St.  Francis Xavier Parish  
 

 7319 Route M Jefferson City  (Taos) MO 65101   
 

REV. KELECHI UZUEGBU  - PASTOR     
Email: kuzuegbu@sfxtaos.com (ext. 1004) 

 
 

DEACON MICHAEL BERENDZEN  573.694.4916 
Email: mberendzen@diojeffcity.org 

  

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8:00 & 10 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

Email: info@sfxtaos.com 
Facebook: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church & St. Francis Xavier Parish 

Office: 573.395.4401   Fax:  573.395.4302      
Parish Website: www.sfxtaos.com  

Bookkeeper‐ Cecilia Lock  Email: clock@sfxtaos.com  (ext. 1002) 
Secretary ‐ Laurie Herzing  Email: lherzing@sfxtaos.com (ext. 1001) 

Religious EducaƟon Director ‐ Cathy Singer Email: reled@sfxtaos.com (ext. 1003) 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:   Saturday 4:15 ‐ 4:45 p.m. 
or anyƟme by appointment.    

 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL (2024‐25): Steve LePage, President 338‐3909;  
Randy Kempker, Vice President 619‐8230; Maureen LeRoy, Secretary 694‐4487;  

Jean Decker, Social Concerns 619‐0282; Lacy Green 680‐2321; Russell Richter 291‐3745;  
Tom Sanning 694‐1241; Stacy Strope 291‐4323; 

Wendy Sullivan 353‐2191; Linda Tobar 619‐7306; Kristen Wegman 619‐1202;  
Diana Wekenborg 694‐6707; Josh Sandbothe, Property Manager 690‐2861 

  

MISSION STATEMENT: St. Francis Xavier Parish is an example of Christ’s Love by educaƟng, 
serving and celebraƟng our faith with others in our community.        

                 Adopted by Parish Council  Fall 1997 
 

St. Francis Xavier School  7307 Rt. M,  Jefferson City, MO 65101  
 Jordan Tobar ‐ Principal    Email: jtobar@sfxtaos.com 

Office: 573.395.4612     Fax: 573.395.4017 School website: www.sfxtaos.com   

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church!  We are glad that you came to join us for Mass.  We hope that you 
feel welcome in our parish community.  We are a Roman Catholic community dedicated to worshiping God,  

proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the faith, and serving our brothers and sisters.  Whether you are just visi ng or 
looking for a faith community to call home, we hope that you feel welcome with us.  May God bless you! 

Pray the Rosary at 7:10 p.m. every first Wednesday of each month at the K of C Hall, Taos 
Pray the Rosary at Church before each Mass (Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 7:30 & 9:30 a.m.) 
Baptism: Contact Father regarding preparation sessions and scheduling.
Marriage: Contact Father at least six months in advance for preparation and scheduling. 
    Interested in Joining the Catholic Faith?  Contact Cathy Singer at the parish office 573-395-4401. 



 

 

 
 

“ For a spirit of unity and Thanksgiving to be culƟvated in 
our lives and in our naƟon.  That we may see God’s light 

reflected in the blessings of our family, friends and 
community.” 

 

Monday, Dec 2nd: NO MASS 
Tuesday, Dec 3rd:  
7:00 p.m. – L&D of Oscar & Eva Kliethermes 
Wednesday, Dec 4th:  
7:45 a.m. – Elmer Wankum 
Thursday, Dec 5th:  
7:45 a.m. – L&D of Lock & Bisges Families 
Friday, Dec 6th:  
7:45 a.m. – L&D Members of the Schumacker Family 
Saturday, Dec 7th:    
5:00 p.m. – L&D of Joe & Frances Radmacher 
Sunday, Dec 8th:   
8:00 a.m. ‐ L&D of Gary Wieberg Family 
10:00 a.m. ‐ People of the Parish   
 

If you know of someone who no longer needs envelopes, 
please contact the parish office. This is a parish expense. 
For those of you who have your offertory collecƟon done 
electronically and do not receive monthly envelopes, the  
special envelopes for Dec. are: Samaritan Center, Parish 
School, and Capital Improvements/Repairs. 

 
 
Dec 2 Women’s Coffee Group 9 a.m. K of C upper level 
Dec 2 Book Club 2 p.m. Parish Office  
Dec 2 Contemporary Choir PracƟce 6:30 p.m. Cafeteria 
Dec 4 PSR Class 7‐8 p.m. SFX School 
Dec 4 K of C meeƟng, 7:30 p.m., K of C Hall 
Dec 5 Women in Faith MeeƟng 5:30 p.m. Office 
Dec 6 AdoraƟon with BenedicƟon  
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
Goal for Nov   $   82,000.00  (4 Sundays)  
Nov 2 & 3   $   13,411.00 
Nov 9 & 10   $   12,548.00 
Nov 16 & 17    $     9,474.00 
Nov 23 & 24     Early to Print 
ACH     $   27,841.00   
     $   63,274.00 
 

Offertory CollecƟon Fiscal YTD 2024   
Goal thru Oct   $    348,500.00 
Actual thru Oct   $    318,239.60 
End of the Year              $     ‐30,260.40 

Parish now offers Low‐Gluten Hosts.  Come to the sacristy to make your request 15 minutes before Mass. 
If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to receive communion or a visit, call the office at 395‐4401. 

Parish Prayer Line—Alma Sandbothe 573‐395‐4666 or  Shirley Toebben  573‐619‐0674.    
For emergencies, weekends or aŌer‐hours, Fr. Kelechi 395‐4401  

Please keep Fr. Penn, Georgene BernskoeƩer, 
Cynthia Forck, Grant Lamb, Cindy Stegeman, Mary 

Ann Thacker, PaƩy Verslues in your prayers and 
pray that each day that God will give them 

strength, determinaƟon, and healing. 

BIRTHRIGHT SHOWER: Our parish will be having a shower for Birthright 
during the Advent Season.  Birthright is in need of new and used baby 
items.  We especially can use diapers and baby clothing.  We will have a 
crib on display by the altar for you to place your giŌs.  This is just a 

good way for our parish to reach out and help the less fortunate.  Let's conƟnue praying for Birth‐
right volunteers and mothers.  If you have any quesƟons, you can call Kathy Hayes at 694‐4289. 

                             Liturgical Ministries                                                                                                                           

Dec 7 & 8 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 
EucharisƟc Ministers Jean Pinnell Debbie Borgmeyer Linda Distler 

 Angeline Prenger Brenda Brenneke Kathy Rackers 

 Sue Sandbothe Gerard Forck Nick Rackers 

 Mary Jane Forck MB MB 

Lector Sarah Boss Tom Sanning Mary Esther Prenger 

Ushers Rita Lipskoch Dan Sanning Steve Distler 

  Jo Lootens Ron Talken Andrea Forck 

  Carol Forck Wayne Verslues Cindy LePage 

 Tony Forck Tom Wieberg Steve LePage 

Servers Zoey Prenger Gabby Sandbothe Tyler Sandbothe 

 Bode Wilde Libby Sandbothe Ezra Yeager 

Musicians Jackie & Adult Choir Hood & Forbis Family SFXCE 

AƩenƟon Quilters! 
"The quilters are in need of a 

volunteer to bind quilts for us. 
It would be appreciated very 

much. Also, if you know how or 
would like to learn to quilt we 

are in need of quilters."  
Contact Janet @  

janetprenger@gmail.com 

Looking for a large flower pot 
to replant our big Piece Lilly 
in church. If anyone has one  

contact the parish office. 



 

 

                                                                Cathy Singer, Director of  
                                                        Religious EducaƟon                   
                                        573‐395‐4401 ext. 1003 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
VOCATION MINISTRY  

"We all have a vocaƟon. We believe that God has placed us 
in this life to fill a special need that no one else can" St.  
Francis De Sales. If you are interested in helping to start a 
vocaƟon ministry in our parish to pray for and help support 
the Catholic vocaƟons of priesthood, marriage,  
consecrated life and singlehood, please contact Cathy Singer 
at the Parish office.  

 
Book Club: SFX November Book SelecƟon, 
Quo Vadis, is a historical ficƟon novel set in 
the Ɵme of St. Peter in ancient Rome.  We 
will meet to discuss it on Monday,  
December 2nd at 2pm in the Parish Office.    

 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 5th  
5:30pm in the parish office.  
Join us as we plan acƟviƟes 

for women in our Parish.  

 
 

Sunday Morning Coffee  
and Pastries:  

December 8th  
AŌer 8am & 10am Masses  

Bring a friend and  
                      come    
 

 our Parish. 
 
 

 

Join us on December 12th aŌer morning  
Mass to pray the Chaplet of our  

Lady of Guadalupe. 
Weather permiƫng,  

we will go  
outside to her statue.  

1st Sunday of Advent: When I was a young priest, about one year aŌer ordinaƟon, I was called to the hospital to anoint a 
dying mother of three young children. She had a painful, terminal cancer. AŌer celebraƟng Last Rites with her, I said, “Don’t 
be afraid.” She looked me square in the eye from her hospital bed and said, “Oh Father, I am in a lot of pain, but I am not 
afraid. Something wonderful is about to happen.” A few days later she died.  
 

ChrisƟans face the ending of our personal various “worlds” in a totally unique way. This first Sunday of Advent, Jesus says 
that when people see their world falling apart, they find themselves “fainƟng with fear and with foreboding of what is  
coming on the world” (Luke 21:26). In our fear, our natural response is to check out, to hide our heads in drunkenness,  
distracƟon, and false securiƟes. But Jesus commands us to “look up and raise your heads, because your redempƟon is 
drawing near.” He then compares what’s coming to a lovely summer in full bloom. That’s what the cross and resurrecƟon 
empower us to do, as strange as it may seem. 
 

Advent challenge: What world in your life is collapsing? A relaƟonship, a dream, a work opportunity? Maybe you’re troubled 
by a crumbling world in the poliƟcal or economic sphere. Or maybe someone you love is seriously ill or dying. Name that 
world or worlds. Then pray: “Lord, help me to not faint with fear. Help me to raise my head and see your redempƟon  
coming.”        — Father John Muir        ©LPi 

Religious Ed. Director: Cathy Singer 
573‐395‐4401 



 

 

 
 
 

 
St. Francis Xavier School will be hosƟng the Wreaths for  
Heroes this year. On Friday, December 13th at 9:00am we 
invite anyone who would like to join us to meet in the school 
gym for this wonderful event. 
 

Our annual Christmas Program will be taking place on  
Thursday, December 19th. We will have an aŌernoon  
showing at 1:30pm and an evening showing at 6:30pm. The 
Ladies Auxiliary will also be holding their annual bake sale at 
both the aŌernoon and evening showings. Can’t wait to see 
everyone there. 

Coming Up at S.F.X. 
● Tuesday 12/3 ‐ School ReconciliaƟon 

● Wednesday 12/4 ‐ Life Runners 
● Thursday 12/5 ‐ Choir at the Capitol 

● Monday 12/9 ‐ Feast of the Immaculate ConcepƟon Mass 
@ 7:45am 

● Friday 12/13 ‐ Wreaths For Heroes @ 9:00am 
 

Blessings, 
Mr. Jordan Tobar, Principal 

jtobar@sfxtaos.com 

1 Faith  
1 Family  

1 SFX 

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic organizaƟon 
here in the parish and we are looking for new 
members. If you or someone you know is over 18 
years old and a pracƟcing Catholic, you are eligible 

to join the Knights. Whether you are a man or woman, new 
to the parish, or have lived here your whole life, we would 
love to talk to you about the Knights of Columbus or the 
Knights of  Columbus Ladies Aux. For more informaƟon, 
please contact: Grand Knight, Ross Temmen 573‐619‐6568 
or Ladies Auxiliary President, Linda Distler 573‐680‐4959.  

Job Opportunity, Parish Bookkeeper:  St Francis Xavier  
Catholic Church in Taos, Missouri seeks to hire a part‐Ɵme 
bookkeeper.  This posiƟon involves Payroll & HR DuƟes,  
General Ledger DuƟes (Accts Rec & Accts Payables), School 
HL Program, Capital Campaign DuƟes, and Parish CollecƟon 
DuƟes. PosiƟon will be required to work 20‐25 hours per 
week.  It is possible that duƟes could be shared.  For an  
applicaƟon and job descripƟon or for further informaƟon, 
contact Fr. Kelechi Uzuegbu, St Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church, 7319 Route M, Jefferson City, MO 65101,  
573‐395‐4401, kuzuegbu@sfxtaos.com.   

Penance Dates, Time & LocaƟons 
Dec. 10th St. Francis Xavier Church (Reker Hall): 10 a.m. 

Fr. Kelechi & Msgr. Cox 
Dec. 11th St. Francis Xavier School (Cafeteria): 6 p.m. 

Fr. Kelechi, Msgr. Cox, Fr. Cordes, & Fr. Flatley 
Dec. 12th St. Stanislaus Church 6 p.m. 

 

Holiday Mass Times 
Tuesday, December 24th 

Vigil Mass of Christmas 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Mass during the Night 9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 25th 
The NaƟvity of the Lord 9:00 a.m. 

 

New Year’s Eve Mass    
Tuesday, December 31 at 5:00 p.m. 

New Year’s Day Mass    
Wednesday, January 1 at 9:00 a.m.  

SFX Parishioners!   
You have TWO opportuniƟes to hear the  

SFXpressions youth choir!   
 
 

On Thursday December 5th they will be performing  
Christmas songs in the Capitol Rotunda from 12:45‐1:00p.m.  

 

They are also scheduled to sing at the  
5pm Christmas Eve mass!   

 

You won’t want to miss these angel voices!   

The 2025 Taos Knights of Columbus Winterfest  
will be held on January 18th, 2025. Tickets are $150, which 
includes dinner for two, drinks, 50/50 raffle Ɵckets, and a 
bingo card.  We will also have aucƟon items to bid on this 

year. Please contact MaƩ Forck at 573‐690‐5058 for details, 
or email Jeff Pleus jpleus@hotmail.com for an order form.   

For more informaƟon contact 
Kim Kliegel at 573‐619‐9188 

Wardsville Perpetual AdoraƟon Chapel 
Hours Available: 

 

Thursday morning 12:00 midnight ‐ 1:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday 10:00 ‐ 11:00 a.m.  
 

Saturday 1:00 ‐ 2:00 a.m. 
(every other Saturday) 

 

Sunday 2:00 ‐ 3:00 a.m. (1st & 3rd) 
 

Call Donna at 680‐1470 if interested 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                                  
 

 

            Our Parish: 
 

INVITE A FRIEND SUNDAY AT 10AM  
NEXT SUNDAY (Dec. 8th) 

Next Sunday our 10AM Mass will be “Invite a Friend”  
Sunday so please, bring someone with you.  We’ll also have 

coffee and pastries aŌer both the 8AM & 10AM  
Masses, so we look forward to seeing you! 

 
 
 

 

Taos Wreaths for Heroes: Please join the 
Taos Wreaths for Heroes commiƩee in the 
honoring our deceased veterans on Friday, 
December 13th at 9 am in St Francis Xavier 
School Gymnasium (moved due to church 

renovaƟon) with wreath laying on veteran’s graves to take 
place at the parish cemetery immediately following the   
indoor program. The students of SFX Grade School will be 
significant players in this year’s program which has the 
theme “Live with Purpose.” Please help us honor veterans 
and their families this Christmas season and throughout the 
year. Family members and friends are especially encouraged 
to aƩend. Feel free to contact Dan or CharloƩe Schnieders if 
you have any quesƟons or comments at 573‐635‐2662 or 
dan.schnieders@yahoo.com . 

 
 
 

 
Holiday Memorials:  are a great way to remember those 
who have died.  If you would like to make a donaƟon in the 
memory of a loved one, his or her name will appear in the 
holiday bulleƟn.  A suggested offering would be $15.  This 
offering will go toward the upkeep and decoraƟng of our 
beauƟful church.  Must be received by Tuesday, December 
10th to get in the Christmas bulleƟn as it goes to print early 
due to the holidays. 

Giving Tree:  Our parish has adopted 
10 families from the Samaritan Center 
for Christmas. All giŌs purchased need 
to be wrapped with their ornament 
aƩached and returned to parish office 
or gym by 6 p.m. Saturday, December 
14th.  Thank you for your support of 
the adopƟon program. In some cases 
this may be the only Christmas they 
may have.  The families are very  
appreciaƟve of the giŌs they receive.  
If you have quesƟons regarding the 

Giving Tree, please call Jane Haslag @ 690‐6101 or Andrea 
Forck @ 694‐3316.  Thank you for all you do to improve the 
lives of these families.  
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 Commercial &  
 Industrial Roofing
 Keeping Your Assets Dry

ALL SEASONS ROOFING LLC    A roof for all reasons. A roof for all seasons.

www.AllSeasonsRoofingLLC.com • 573-634-2241

CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS
Frank Schrimpf Plumbing Inc.

615 A Clark Ave. Jefferson City, MO 65101
Ph. 573.636.9661 www.SchrimpfPlumbing.com

N.H. SCHEPPERS
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

JEFFERSON CITY, MO

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Get it. And forget it.®

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 816-336-1009
*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate 

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive 
a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one 
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid 
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be 
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute 
a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with 
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

573.761.7000
LetHealingBegin.com

ROOFING &
SHEET METAL

Commercial-
Industrial

P.O. Box 104205, Jefferson City, MO 65110-4205

573-636-7733

Mike Bernskoetter: 634-3299

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Camarie Fox
 

Cfox@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2174

Greg
& Kristi
Kemna

634-4100 • www.KemnaCollision.com

PHYSICIANS’
OPTICAL SERVICE, INC.
1705 Christy Drive, Suite 103

Jeferson City, MO
635-1333 • Rob Lootens

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting at

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
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Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO

Accent Pets
“Proudly Serving Our community since 2009” 

Christine Mott
Certified All Breed &

Special Needs Dog Groomer
Grooming | Walking | Daycare

Call or text 
(573) 291-0206

Funerals  |  Cremation | Pre-Planning
(573) 636-3838      2613 W. Main St.     Jefferson City, MO

EVERY DAY IS A GIFT. 

www.mil lardfamilychapels .com

Take time to enjoy it.
Reid A. Millard

WELL DRILLING &
PUMP SERVICE, INC.

Complete Water Well System Installed
Ground Source Wells & Piping

Residential & Commercial
157 Mari Osa Delta LN 573-455-9111

Greg Bonnot
Owner

Established
in1989

Donnie Braun & Sons
Auto Repair

(573) 635-5258
www.BraunAutoRepair.com

FECHTEL
BEVERAGE

& SALES, INC.
425 West Elm

Jefferson City, MO 65109

KEN SANDBOTHE
PLUMBING

Repair, Remodeling & New Work
Residential & Light Commercial

5900 Shade Tree Lane, Jeff City, MO 65101
395-4836

MEMBER FDIC761-6100

Your Home’s Comfort Keeper!

Service and Installation You’ve Trusted since 1932
217 Commerce Drive | Jefferson City, MO 65109 

573-893-3131 | www.woodmanengineering.com

Residential &
Commercial

24 Hour Emergency
Service on All Makes

FREE ESTIMATES
on New Installations

• Sales
• Service Repair
• Installation

 Replacement

Double Check 
Glass Service, LLC

“We check it twice, to make sure it’s right.”

573-694-1524

Logan Reuter 
Owner of Roof U.S. 
Active member of your Diocese

Where Better Service = Better Roofing
573-446-3233   •   www.RoofUSconstruction.com

WILSON ORTHODONTICS
Dustin Wilson, DDS, MS

 748 Stadium Blvd., #102
 Jefferson City, MO
 573-634-5122

www.dwilsonbraces.com
Specializing in Braces and Invisalign

Direct (573) 635-1592 or (877) 635-1592
www.capitalenergyco.com

12610 Renz Farm Road, Jefferson City, MO 65101
We have three locations serving the Central Missouri Area

SECURITY BY

573-875-8720
5921 Landry Lane, Jefferson City, MO 65101

573-395-4258 • Cell 573-690-4922

David L. Vieth, Owner
David L. Vieth Plumbing

6403 St. Francis Dr. 
Jefferson City, MO 65101

573-395-4706

B & W Battery & Auto Repair
636-9734
1530 E McCarty St.

Jefferson City, MO 65101


