
 

 



 

 

St.  Francis Xavier Parish  
 

 7319 Route M Jefferson City  (Taos) MO 65101   
 

REV. KELECHI UZUEGBU  - PASTOR     
Email: kuzuegbu@sfxtaos.com (ext. 1004) 

 
 

DEACON MICHAEL BERENDZEN  573.694.4916 
Email: mwberendzen@gmail.com 

  

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8:00 & 10 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

Email: sfxchurch1@embarqmail.com  
Facebook: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

Office: 573.395.4401   Fax:  573.395.4302      
Parish Website: www.sfxtaos.com  

Bookkeeper‐ Cecilia Lock  Email: clock@sfxtaos.com  (ext. 1002) 
Secretary ‐ Laurie Herzing  Email: lherzing@sfxtaos.com (ext. 1001) 

Religious EducaƟon Director ‐ Cathy Singer Email: reled@sfxtaos.com (ext. 1003) 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:   Saturday 4:15 ‐ 4:45 p.m. 
or anyƟme by appointment.    

 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL: Ken Sandbothe, President 644‐4088;  
Steve LePage, Vice President 338‐3909; Tammy Sachse, Secretary 619‐2562;  

Jean Decker, Social Concerns 619‐0282; Debbie Backes 680‐7804; Randy Kempker 619‐8230;  
Maureen LeRoy 694‐4487; Cindy Luebbering 291‐2625;  Tom Sanning 694‐1241;   
Linda Tobar 619‐7306; Kristen Wegman 619‐1202; Diana Wekenborg 694‐6707;  

Josh Sandbothe, Property Manager 690‐2861 
  

MISSION STATEMENT: St. Francis Xavier Parish is an example of  Christ’s Love by educaƟng, 
serving and celebraƟng our faith with others in our community.        

                 Adopted by Parish Council  Fall 1997 
 

St. Francis Xavier School  7307 Rt. M,  Jefferson City, MO 65101  
 Jordan Tobar ‐ Principal    Email: jtobar@sfxtaos.com 

Office: 573.395.4612     Fax: 573.395.4017 School website: www.sfxtaos.com   

Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church!  We are glad that you came to join us for Mass.  We hope that you 
feel welcome in our parish community.  We are a Roman Catholic community dedicated to worshiping God,  

proclaiming the Gospel, teaching the faith, and serving our brothers and sisters.  Whether you are just visi ng or 
looking for a faith community to call home, we hope that you feel welcome with us.  May God bless you! 

Pray the Rosary at 7:10 p.m. every first Wednesday of each month at the K of C Hall, Taos 
Pray the Rosary at Church before each Mass. 
Baptism: Contact Father regarding preparation sessions and scheduling.
Marriage: Contact Father at least six months in advance for preparation and scheduling. 
    Interested in Joining the Catholic Faith?  Contact Cathy Singer at the parish office 573-395-4401. 



 

 

 

 
“ For the family; that all fathers, mothers and children of 

our community may follow the example of the Holy Family 
in pracƟcing the virtues of family life and be bound more 

strongly together in the bonds of charity.” 
 

Monday, Jan 1st:     Happy New Year! 
9:00 a.m. ‐ L&D of Anton & Augusta Grothoff 
Tuesday, Jan 2nd:  
No Mass  
Wednesday, Jan 3rd:   
No Mass 
Thursday, Jan 4th:    
7:45 a.m. ‐ Frank & Katherine Verslues Family 
Friday, Jan 5th:   
7:45 a.m. ‐ Alan & GarreƩ Atnip 
Saturday, Jan 6th:     
5:00 p.m. ‐ L&D of Clayton & Jennifer Smith Family 
Sunday, Jan 7th:   
8:00 a.m. ‐ People of the Parish 
10:00 a.m. ‐ Roman Scheulen 
For those of you who have your offertory collecƟon done 
electronically and do not receive monthly envelopes, the 
Special envelopes for Jan. are: Solemnity of Mary Offering, 
Samaritan Center, Parish School, and Capital Improvements/
Repairs. 

 
 
 

Dec 31 New Year Eve’s Mass 5:30 p.m.  
Jan 1 New Year’s Day Mass 9:00 a.m. 
Jan 2 QuilƟng 8 a.m. & 7:30 p.m., Jan. 4 aŌer a.m. Mass 
Jan 3 PSR Class 6:45‐8 p.m. SFX School 
Jan 3 No RCIA 
Jan 5 AdoraƟon with BenedicƟon  
Jan 6 & 7  Anniversary Masses 
Jan 7 Children Liturgy of the Word 10 a.m. Mass 
Jan 8 Women’s Coffee Group 9 a.m. K of C upper level 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
Goal for Dec   $ 102,500.00  (5 Sundays)  
Dec 2 & 3   $   19,661.75 
Dec 9 & 10   $   11,087.75 
Dec 16 & 17   $   12,155.50 
Dec 23 & 24   $ Early to Print 
ACH     $   26,526.00 
     $   69,431.00 
       

Offertory CollecƟon Fiscal YTD 2023   

Goal thru Nov   $  451,000.00 
Actual thru Nov   $  405,416.88 
End of the Year              $   ‐45,583.12 

Parish now offers Low‐Gluten Hosts.  Come to the sacristy to make your request 15 minutes before Mass. 
If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to receive communion or a visit, call the office at 395‐4401. 

Parish Prayer Line—Alma Sandbothe 573‐395‐4666 or  Shirley Toebben  573‐619‐0674.    
For emergencies, weekends or aŌer‐hours, Fr. Kelechi 395‐4401  

BapƟzed in Christ: Stetson Schroeder  was  
BapƟzed in our church on Sunday, Dec. 24th, 2023. 

To help those in need, our Parish is conƟnuing to pro‐
vide a meal for the SalvaƟon Army on the 1st Thursday 
of each month.  If you are interested in  helping prepare 
a meal, provide a Monetary donaƟon or have any  

quesƟons, you may contact one of the following:  Mary Eiken,  
338‐0510, Rose Rackers, 690‐7307 or Barb Hood, 301‐5202.   

Mass IntenƟons! 
If you scheduled the below dates for your Mass 

IntenƟons please contact Laurie at the  
parish office. 395‐4401. 

April 5th, April 16th, or September 11th 

                             Liturgical Ministries                                                                                                                           

Jan 6 & 7 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 
EucharisƟc Ministers Sharon Forck Brenda Brenneke Lisa Scheulen 

 Linda Heckman Charles Callaway Nick Rackers 

 Keith Henke Elaine Callaway Lisa Reinke 

 MB MB Cathy Singer 

Lector Doris Schnieder Tina Davis Kathy Rackers 

Ushers Tom Henke Wayne Verslues Robin Reinkemeyer 

  Rita Lipskoch JusƟn Wegman Ross Reinkemeyer 

  Jo Lootens Karl Lootens Rob Sachse 

 John BasseƩ Robbie Lootens Tammy Sachse 

Servers Zoey Prenger Gentry Wegman Volunteer Needed 

 Ezra Yeager Liam Meyer Volunteer Needed 

Musicians Jackie & Adult Choir Hood & Forbis Fam. Katnik 

 
 
 
 

 
Scrip will be sold in  

church every 1st and  
3rd weekend  

except for Holiday  
weekends, then it will  
be the weekend aŌer. 



 

 

                                                              Cathy Singer, Director of  
                                                        Religious EducaƟon                   
                                        573‐395‐4401 ext. 1003 

Thanks to all those who have helped on our 
journey towards a closer  relaƟonship with 
God and each other.  There have been so 
many that have helped with programs such 
as PSR, CLW, RCIA, Liturgical ministers, rosary 

leaders, funeral luncheons, Samaritan center meals,  
collecƟon counters, Totus Tuus, LiƩle Flower Girls club, 
Women's Ministry,  ConfirmaƟon, First reconciliaƟon,  Health 
and Healing, the lunch bunch,  picnic and fall supper workers 
including the quilters, special Masses such as Memorial day 
and All Souls day, First Communion, Bringing speakers in, 
offering parish apparel, trips such as Perryville and churches 
founded by Father Helias, Birthright, cemetery, the giving 
tree, museum, etc.  All those who help with school, from the 
teachers, to the cooks, to prayer partners, aŌer school care, 
scrip sales, coaching, secretaries, crossing guards, cleaning 
and volunteers. Our K of C and Ladies K of C for all their work 
and donaƟons to the parish.  Also a big shout out to those 
who work "behind the scenes taking care of our parish, The 
Prayer line, The rosary "walkers",  Martha group, decorators, 
those who take care of the office, clean the church, wash 
altar linens, cut grass, take care of the plants, do repair work 
and remove snow among other things. And of course our 
Leaders, Father Kelechi, Deacon Mike, Mr. Tobar, and our 
councils and commiƩees.  I am very blessed to be a part of 
this parish and look forward to working with everyone for 
our conƟnued spiritual journey.            Cathy Singer 

Fr. Kelechi Uzuegbu 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph: I remember the first Ɵme my older sister asked me if I wanted to hold her  
newborn son. Terrified, I told her I didn’t think it was a good idea. My résumé had nothing to suggest I would be a qualified 
baby holder. But she warmly told me, “I’ll help you hold him.” It struck me that she is baby’s mother. She is the one who  
decides who is qualified to hold him. I took him in my arms and soon I began to feel comfortable with that Ɵny liƩle warm 
cooing creature in my arms, and soon I no longer feared holding him. Now, twenty‐seven nieces and nephews later, holding a 
newborn child is one of the great joys of my life.   
 

Do we someƟmes think that Jesus is given only to the highly qualified, special religious people? In the Gospel of Luke today 
we hear about the presentaƟon of the Lord in the temple. The newborn son of God is passed around like a baton in a relay 
race, not guarded like a precious jewel or a breakable china dish. We can see him going from the arms of Mary to Joseph, 
then to the priest performing the ceremony, then to Simeon the old man, then to Anna the old widow. Each one receiving 
him and then handing him to the next. A Ɵdal wave of joy and thanksgiving follows wherever he is placed. 
 

Believe me, you are qualified to hold Jesus in your arms. How can I say that with such confidence? Because the mother  
decides who is qualified. The Blessed Virgin, embodied in the Church, holds him out to you and me. She rejoices to place him 
in our arms to hold, and to hand him on, too.     — Father John Muir       ©LPi 



 

 

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic  organizaƟon 
here in the parish and we are looking for new 
members. If you or someone you know is over 18 
years old and a pracƟcing Catholic, you are eligible 

to join the Knights. Whether you are a man or woman, new to 
the parish, or have lived here your whole life, we would love to 
talk to you about the Knights of Columbus or the Knights of 
Columbus Ladies Aux. For more informaƟon, please contact: 
Grand Knight, Alan Cortvrient 573‐619‐3633 or Ladies Auxiliary 
President, or Debbie Borgmeyer 573‐680‐0716. 

 
 

Covenant Network Catholic radio fills the airways with  
inspiraƟonal and educaƟonal programming that will help  
prepare your heart and mind to welcome the Christ Child at 
Christmas.  Listen to Catholic radio on KHJR 88.1 FM .  You can 
also listen anyƟme on our Covenant Network App or at  
OurCatholicRadio.org. 

We want to thank all that aƩended the Taos 
Wreaths for Heroes Program on December 
9th.  While we are a relaƟvely small parish 
community, we are only a small part of a huge 
effort to HONOR our deceased veterans,  
RESPECT those that sƟll serve and TEACH our 

young people the value of Freedom. This past week wreaths 
were laid at 4,225 locaƟons, with ceremonies in every state, 
including Puerto Rico, Guam and even American Samoa, as 
well as American cemeteries in Europe and at sea.  Over 700 
shipments in everything from tractor trailer trucks to giant  
aircraŌ were used to transport over 3 million wreaths to all the 
various locaƟons, with 3 million people volunteering to get the 
job done on Ɵme before Christmas (a third of which were 
school age children).  Our community can be very proud of 
how we treat veterans and their families.  Isaiah 2:4 “And they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; naƟon shall not liŌ up sword against naƟon, 
neither shall they learn war anymore.”   



 

 

 CHURCH CLEANING POLICY: If you are unable to work on your assigned date, let your  
 coordinator know and turn in your $15 to the parish office.  Coordinators listed below.  Students who     
 are seeking service hours are welcome to help clean. Please contact the weekly coordinator to verify    
 when you will be there (1-2 hours Saturday morning, or occasionally a Friday evening).    

Week 1: Jan 7 
 Elaine Callaway 

690-8966 

Week 2: Jan 14 
Debbie Borgmeyer  680-9748  

& Elaine Ready 619-6803 

Week 3: Jan 21 
Jean Pinnell 

694-2111 

Week: 4 Jan 28 
Sue Sandbothe  

230-3154 

Rhonda Saucier, 
Traci Saucier,  

Darla Schaefer, Janet 
Schaefer, Marsha Schaefer 

Joan Schaefer, Viola Schaefer 
Christy Schaefer,  

Julie Schaefer, 
Eleanor Schepers 

Melissa Scheulen,  
Lisa Scheulen, Connie Schmidt, 

Reagan Schmidt, 
Valerie Schmidt 

Elizabeth Schneider, 
Doris Schneider, Kristy 

Schneider, Amanda Schneider, 
Charlotte Schnieders 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SHROUD OF TURIN PRESENTATION: We are very pleased to 
announce that on Wed., January 3,  Fr. Andrew Dalton will 
be at the Cathedral of St. Joseph to give two presentaƟons 
on the Shroud of Turin, the burial cloth of Jesus Christ.  Both 
of these presentaƟons will be held in Cana Hall and will 
contain the same informaƟon.  There are two sessions being 
offered to give as many people as possible a chance to hear it 
and to allow for one session to be held during daylight hours.  
The first  session will be held in Cana Hall from 2 ‐ 4 p.m.  The 
second session will be held in Cana Hall from 7 ‐ 9 p.m.  Fr. 
Dalton is an American priest who now teaches at the 
PonƟfical University in Rome.   
 

Taos K of C Winterfest: Taos Knights of Columbus sƟll has a 
few Winterfest Ɵckets available for January 20, 2024. Tickets 
are $150.00 for two people with your choice of prime rib or 

chicken dinner. Beer, soda, and water also are provided. Call 
MaƩ Forck at 690‐5058 for more info. 
 

Save the date: April 13, 2024 Diocesan Stewardship 
Conference. This one‐day conference will feature speakers 
from around the country who will present on various aspects 
of the stewardship way of life aimed at showing the faithful 
and clergy of our diocese the importance and benefits of 
embracing and living the fullness of ChrisƟan Stewardship.  
We are encouraging parƟcipaƟon from leaders from across 
the diocese, including clergy, stewardship council members, 
school leadership, pastoral council members, finance council 
members and others. *Where: The Cathedral of St Joseph – 
Cana Hall  *Time: 9:00 a.m. – 4 p.m. (tentaƟve) 

   
                  
     

    Chris Decker 
    Tanner Lee Smith 
    Tom Verslues 
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	 Commercial & 	
	 Industrial Roofing
	 Keeping Your Assets Dry

ALL SEASONS ROOFING LLC    A roof for all reasons. A roof for all seasons.

www.AllSeasonsRoofingLLC.com • 573-634-2241

Greg
& Kristi
Kemna

634-4100 • www.KemnaCollision.com

FINE JEWELRY CREATIONS
1803 Missouri Blvd, Ste. A

(573) 634-4241

CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS
Frank Schrimpf Plumbing Inc.

615 A Clark Ave.� Jefferson City, MO 65101
Ph. 573.636.9661� www.SchrimpfPlumbing.com

N.H. SCHEPPERS
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

JEFFERSON CITY, MO

• �LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

• �Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

• �Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

• �Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Get it. And forget it.®

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 816-336-1009
*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate 

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive 
a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one 
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid 
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be 
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute 
a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with 
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

573.761.7000
LetHealingBegin.com

PHYSICIANS’
OPTICAL SERVICE, INC.

1705 Christy Drive, Suite 103
Jeferson City, MO

635-1333
Rob Lootens

Joel & Pam Mietzner — Owners
www.ecowater.com • 636-3800

ROOFING &
SHEET METAL

Commercial-
Industrial

P.O. Box 104205, Jefferson City, MO 65110-4205

573-636-7733

Mike Bernskoetter: 634-3299

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Jon Becker
 

jbecker@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2536
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Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO

Accent Pets
“Proudly Serving Our community since 2009” 

Christine Mott
Certified All Breed &

Special Needs Dog Groomer
Grooming | Walking | Daycare

Call or text 
(573) 291-0206

Funerals  |  Cremation | Pre-Planning
(573) 636-3838      2613 W. Main St.     Jefferson City, MO

EVERY DAY IS A GIFT. 

www.mil lardfamilychapels .com

Take time to enjoy it.
Reid A. Millard

5921 Landry Lane, Jefferson City, MO 65101
573-395-4258 • Cell 573-690-4922

WELL DRILLING &
PUMP SERVICE, INC.

Complete Water Well System Installed
Ground Source Wells & Piping

Residential & Commercial
157 Mari Osa Delta LN� 573-455-9111

Greg Bonnot
Owner

Established
in1989

David L. Vieth, Owner

David L. Vieth Plumbing
6403 St. Francis Dr. 

Jefferson City, MO 65101

573-395-4706

Donnie Braun & Sons
Auto Repair

(573) 635-5258
www.BraunAutoRepair.com

Don Bernskoetter
Plumbing, Inc.

•New •Remodel •Repair
•Residential and Light Commercial

5515 Route M
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

Phone (573) 395-4310

FECHTEL
BEVERAGE

& SALES, INC.
425 West Elm

Jefferson City, MO 65109

KEN SANDBOTHE
PLUMBING

Repair, Remodeling & New Work
Residential & Light Commercial

5900 Shade Tree Lane, Jeff City, MO 65101
395-4836

MEMBER FDIC761-6100

WILSON ORTHODONTICS
Dustin Wilson, DDS, MS

	 748 Stadium Blvd., #102
	 Jefferson City, MO
	 573-634-5122

www.dwilsonbraces.com
Specializing in Braces and Invisalign

Your Home’s Comfort Keeper!

Service and Installation You’ve Trusted since 1932
217 Commerce Drive | Jefferson City, MO 65109 

573-893-3131 | www.woodmanengineering.com

Residential &
Commercial

24 Hour Emergency
Service on All Makes

FREE ESTIMATES
on New Installations

• Sales
• Service Repair
• Installation

 Replacement

Double Check 
Glass Service, LLC

“We check it twice, to make sure it’s right.”

573-694-1524

Direct (573) 635-1592 or (877) 635-1592
Fax (573) 635-8382

www.capitalenergyco.com
12610 Renz Farm Road, Jefferson City, MO 65101

We have three locations serving the Central Missouri Area

SECURITY BY

573-875-8720

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Jon Becker
 

jbecker@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2536

Logan Reuter 
Owner of Roof U.S. 
Active member of your Diocese

Where Better Service = Better Roofing
573-446-3233   •   www.RoofUSconstruction.com


